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[Read by Grover Gardner]When the Cetagandan empress dies, Miles Vorkosigan and his cousin

Ivan are sent to Cetaganda for her funeral. Upon arrival, the two men are inexplicably attacked by a

servant of the late empress.
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Cetaganda, is, by Bujold`s own testimony, a rather light-hearted romp, a bit of a step down in

seriousness and apparent ambition from Barrayar and Mirror Dance, the two Vorkosigan novels that

immediately preceded Cetaganda, and two of her best novels.This novel is set a few years prior to

the action of Mirror Dance. Miles is 21. He and his amiably dim-witted (by Miles` standards) cousin,

Ivan, are sent to the home planet of the Cetagandan empire to attend the funeral of the Cetagandan

empress. Naturally, no sooner have they arrived (indeed, slightly before their actual arrival) they

encounter a mysterious character and come into possession of a mysterious object (i. e. a

MacGuffin). Miles being Miles, he does not sensibly report the incident to the Barrayaran

Ambassador, nor to the local Imperial Security agent (to be sure, conveniently for the purposes of

the plot, this latter person is away on some vague assignment). Instead, Miles bamboozles Ivan into

supporting him in an attempt to resolve what quickly becomes a very delicate situation, on his

own.The two face deadly dangers, encounter beautiful ladies of both of the Cetagandan upper

classes, and eventually find themselves enmeshed in a plot which threatens Cetagandan internal



stability (and thus Barrayaran security, as Cetaganda is a traditional enemy.) A number of the

details of the plot and the Cetagandan custom upon which the plot turns are unconvincing, but the

book is exciting and entertaining and reads very well. Romance is somewhat backgrounded,

although Miles does fall in love (hopelessly) with the most beautiful woman he`s ever seen (why

does such a clever individual as Miles seem consistently to rate female beauty so highly? Though to

be sure, he is only 21, and I guess us guys are guys, huh?!
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